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STAR

GREGG S. GARFINKEL

Mover and Shaker

Gregg S. Garfinkel is a principal with Woodland Hills' Stone
Rosenblatt & Cha, where he focuses his practice on litigation
matters. Garfinkel is proud that he has earned an AV rating from
Martindale-Hubbell for his legal ethics and knowledge.

His primary practice areas include:
* Interstate and intrastate fransportation litigation

o Commercial law and business litigation

o Defense of general contractors and business owners in
premises liability maftters.

“| try to take an aggressive, yet non-abrasive, approach,”
Garfinkel says of his frial style.

Garfinkel currently represents many of the nation’s largest house-
hold goods carriers, general contfractors, and insurers in state and
federal court in a variety of matters. His cases range from prose-
cuting frademark infringement lawsuits to defending catastrophic
personal injury claims. Garfinkel has obtained, and preserved, sig-
nificant victories for his clients at the appellate court level.

| strive to achieve early and appropriate resolutions of the mat-
ters entrusted to my care,” he says. “But when a maitter is not
conducive to seftlement, | adopt a cost-effective litigation strate-
gy designed to posture a matter for resolution via motion prac-
tice or trial.”

Garfinkel was recently recognized as a “Southern California
Super Lawyer."

Garfinkel is admitted to practice before all state courts in
Cdlifornia; the Central, Southern, Eastern, and Northern Districts
of the U.S. District Court, California; and the U.S. Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals.

18-3







e M ATTER

Garfinkel heads Stone, Rosenblatt's Transportation and  "In the age of the Internet, it's easy fo get caught up in

Logistics Practice Group. The group has assisted in the cost savings,” she says. "But it's critically important to

resolufion of 35 hostage goods situations in California. conduct a thorough analysis of moving companies
prior to relocating, and fortunately, MoveRescue pro-

“The industry's attempts to educate the public and vides that resource.”

police itself are commendable and necessary * says

Garfinkel. Toof's experience is nof an isolated event. Garfinkel
currently represents more than 10 other consumers,

One of Garfinkel's recent matters involved Emily Toof including a professional athlete, a doctor, a construc-

and Ben Thomas. tion project manager, professors, and other profession-

als in similar hostage goods sifuations.
The couple was moving from California to Vermont and

unknowingly hired an unlicensed moving company. "MoveRescue truly preserves the integrity of legitimate

Once they arrived in Vermont, they were advised that moving companies, while protecting unsuspecting con-

their mover would not honor the original estimate. sumers from rogue movers,” Carl Walter, spokesperson

Rather, the price the movers were demanding at that for MoveRescue, says. "Our team of legal counsel,

point was three times the original quote. United Van Lines and Mayflower Transit are proud to do
everything in our power to ensure positive outcomes in

According to Garfinkel, when the couple refused to these extremely difficult situations.”

pay the "new" price, the mover threatened to sell their

goods at auction—in Cadlifornia. Garfinkel has donated hundreds of billable hours to the

cause, and has played a significant role in rescuing 35

. shipments held hostage by
unscrupulous and unlicensed car-
riers. Garfinkel's feam has secured
judgments in excess of $600,000
on behalf of consumers
aggrieved by the targets of the
MoveRescue program.

“"Many Californians are aware
that rogue movers exist, but they
don’t know how to choose a
legitimate mover or what to do if
they fall victim fo a moving
scam,” Garfinkel says.

MoveRescue interceded, Garfinkel says. Garfinkel encourages consumers to review the informa-
fion provided at www.moverescue.com and www.

"MoveRescue and Mr. Garfinkel's team helped us to protectyourmove.gov when preparing for a move.

refrieve our belongings from [the rogue mover] on the These sites advise consumers how fo avoid being

West Coast, and enlisted the assistance of Gemini scammed and what the options are if they believe

Moving Specidlists, a United Van Lines agent, to frans- they have been taken advantage of, he says.

port them from Cadlifornia to Vermont free of charge,”

Emily Toof says. For more information about MoveRescue or Stone,
Rosenblatt & Cha, e-mail ggarfinkel@srclaw.com or visit

Toof admitted that she selected her original mover www srclaw.com.

solely on cost.
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